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MEMORANDUM FOR: AMBASSADOR COLLINS 

SUBJECT: Severance Program for Sects 
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1. Colonel Lansdale held a meeting this morning at TRIM to organize 

work on the plan to facilitate separation and resettlement of sect military 
personnel. Those present included Colonel Duque and others of General < 

Gamble z T staff, Mr. Swartz (USOM), Mr. Stansbury (USIS), and myself. ! 

2. Lansdale proposed that study proceed under four major headings, 
each subject to be worked on by a committee headed by those indicated below: 

a* Demobilization Col Duque (Fr) 

b* Arms collection n ” 


c. Rehabilitation Mr. Swartz (USOM) 

d. Political measures Lt Col Ow^n 

3- The group agreed on this appreach and discussed broad aspects 
of the problem. Col Duque provided the following figures on the strength 
of the septs that may interest you: 



Population affected 

Organized units 

Reserve 

Total 

Cao Dai 

1,200,000 

15,000 

4$, 000 

64,000 

Hoa Hao 

1,000,000 

12,500 

27,500 

40,000 

Binh Xuyen 

SO, 000 ■ 

$,000 

(20,000 very rough 


guess) 


4* The next meeting will be held on IL March at which time committee 
members will outline their respective plans. , 


■ . k 5* Lansdale emphasized the necessity for handling -all of this work 

on a secret and need-to-know basis . 




